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Research Title: AUTHENTIC BIRTHPLACE OF BUDDHISM

Researchers: Dr. Chaiyong Brahmawong, Professor of Education; Professor Dr.Boonton
Dockthaisong; Dr. Nikom Tadaeng, Associate Professor; Dr. Smarn Ngarmsanit, Associate
Professor; Dr. Somchai Srinok, Associate Professor and Dr. Niwet Wongsuwan. Years of
Study: 1998-2024

ABSTRACT
The objectives of this study were six-fold: (1) To locate the authentic land of Chompoodwip and
to prove that Chompoodwip is the land comprising Siam, Laos, Cambodia, and Burma, not
India; (2) To trace and identify the authentic four Memorial places of birth, enlightenment, first
preaching, and passing away of God Buddha; (3) To analyze the cause of of doubts and
confusion as on the birthplace of God Buddha; (4) to compare information on geography,
culture, traditions, and ways of life, archeology, architecture, languages, legends, and recorded
inscriptions in stones and olas leaves found in India and the information in the Buddhist
Tipitaka; (5) to identify the languages used in God Buddha's time; and to clarify the status of
Lord Buddha after the Enlightenment.

This qualitative research was conducted during 1998-2024, employing documentary
research from the Tipitaka, Buddist ancient texts inscribed on olas leaves, stone inscriptions,
interviews, and field visits.

Major Findings:

1) On the authentic land of Chompoodwip, it was found that Chompoodwip comprised
Siam (present Thailand), Laos, Cambodia, Burma (Myanmar), and Malla or Maun; not India as
claimed by most people.

2) On tracing and identifying the four authentic Memorail places of birth, enlightenment,
first preaching, and passing away (Nippana) of God Buddha, it was found that the four places are
(1) Birthplace at Pra That Sri Somrak in Dan Sai District of Loey Province in Northeastern
Thailand; (2) Enlightenment Site at Pra Thaen Sila Art in Uttaradit Province in Lower Northern
Thailand;(3) The First Buddhist Preaching to the Five disciples or Panjawakee at Pra Putthabaht
Noi near Srithep at the bank of Pasak River in KaengKoi District, Saraburi Province, near the
ancient town of Sri Thep; and (4) The Nippana or Passing Away at Pra Thaen Dong Rang in Ta
Maka District, Kanjanaburi Province (the vicinity of Kusinarai City in the time of God Buddha.
Other Buddhist-related cities and towns the ancient Kosumpee City was the present Kosumpisai
District in Maha Sarakam Province; the ancient Saket City was Roi-Et Province; the present
Paranasri was the present Ko Yai areas comprising Pak District of Saraburi Province, Soong
Nern District of Korat, and Wang Nam Keow District bordering Korat (the ancient
Korachatapura or present Nakorn Rajasrima Province) to the East, Sarapura (present Saraburi
Province), and Watchrapura (preset Wichien Buri and Petchboon Province) to the North, and
Prajinapura (present Prajinburi Province) to the South.

3) On analyzing the causes of doubts and confusion as to why the God Buddha’s
birthplace was changed from Siam to Hindustani (India, Nepal, and Pakistan, it was found that
the cause of this misconception was Sir Alexander Cunningham who reconstructed the History
of Buddhism making the Siamese born God Buddha to become an Indian around B.E 2397.

4) On the information on geography, culture, traditions, ways of life, archeology,
architecture, languages, legends, recorded inscriptions in stones and olas leaves found in India
and in the Buddhist Tipitaka, it was found that there was much conflicting information to that in
India but the information is corresponding to that in Siam in all aspects.

5) On the languages used in God Buddha's time, it was found that Pali and the native
dialects were used side by side. No Sanskrit was found until after the reign of King Rama V after
the God Buddha was officially accepted to be born in India. Thai words were changed from Pali-
based to Sanskrit-based spellings.

6) On the status of Lord Buddha after the enlightenment, it was found that Lord
Buddha’s status ascended from the Bhodisastva, King Sitatha to God Buddha who became Pra
Pakawanta or a Holy Ubiquitous God with the 32 Buddhist attributes that existed everywhere at
any time and dwells in the souls of all Buddhists who have sought the Three Gem Buddha,
Dhamma, and Sanka as their Sarana (refuge).

Keywords: Birth Place of Buddha, Memorial Buddhist Sites, Languages in Buddha’s Time, Siam Context
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